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I. BIRDS OF THE ISE.WD ( »F Jl ARGAlilTA, VEXEZrELA. 

DrniixGr tlie winter ot ISOd-lSDo, in anticii>ati()ii of a vaeation in the 
following snminer, I was casting about in iny mind for a suitable local- 
ity to visit, wlien 1 received a note from 31 1 \ 0. AV. Eiclimond, of tbe 
r. S. iS’ational Alnseum, calling my attention to a bri(‘f notice in the 
Ibis for January, 1895, in wbicli Dr. P. L. Sclater suggested to orni- 
tliologists the advisability of turning tlieir attention to the Island of 
31argarita, off the coast of Venezuela, as a held hitherto un worked. 
Tliat this suggestion was justified, the results of my visit fully diMuon- 
sti ate. 

Alargarita cau be reached from Laguayra or from Trinidad, ibying 
fortnightly between these points, and touching at many small interme- 
diate ports, are two little steamers of the Carenero Pailway and Xavi- 
gation Company’s line. These leave passengers and mails at Porlamar, 
th(‘ only town of importance on the south shore of the island. AFany. 
steamers bound westward from Trinidad touch at Carupaiio on the 
A^enezuelan coast, from which port small vessels anuMmstautly crossing 
to Alargarita. 

1 arrived at Laguayra on June 20, but ('onld not get a sb^amer to 
Alargarita until the 27th, so spent the week collecting in the vicinity of 
th(^ town. I found all of the birds molting and in very ])oor plumage, 
so after the lirst two days I (‘onfined my attention to butterlli(‘s and 
r(‘ptiles, getting some 70() of the former and -10 of the latter. 

On the morning of Sunday, rinne MO, my little steamer anchoi ed iibout 
a mile from the beach at Porlamar and 1 was shortly takcm ashore in a 
small boat, landed at 8 o'clock, secured (luarters, and within half an 
hour was shooting birds in tin* scrub. 

The Island of Alargai’ita lies about midway betwecm Laguayra and 

l*roc(Tdiii»;s of the States National Museum, \’OL. Will — Xo. lODiJ. 
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Trinidad, and only some 17 miles distant from the nearest point of the 
Veueziielaii coast.' Its greatest length from east to ’svest is 42 miles, 
and its greatest breadth from north to south 20.} miles. It consists of 
two portions connected by a narrow isthmus 12 miles in length; the 
western being an irregular quadrilateral 12 miles long by 0 miles broad, 
and the eastern a pentagon some 20 miles across. In the western por- 
tion some almost barren peaks rise to a height of 2,300 feet. 

Torlamar (formerly Pueblo de la ]\tar) is on the southern shore of 
the eastern portion. The adjacent country along the coast and for some 
three miles back is fiat or gently rolling; the vegetation much like that 
of Cnraeao, with smalh scrubby, thorn trees, several species of postcaeti 
(Crreus)^ which are now and then laden with a deliciously scented orchid 
{Epidendnim, sp.), thickets of the detestable pilekly tuna ( Opuntia tnna)^ 
whose pain-producing thorns are ever ready to enter the llesh, and 
other irritating plants of the ])ineapple and nettle families. At points 
along the beach, shallow salt lagoons occur, which are fringed with a 
scant growth of mangroves. 

About 3 miles inland foothills begin, which rise by leaps to a central 
peak, 3,210 feet in height. Its summit is constantly enveloped in clouds, 
whose condensed moisture drips and trickles from every leaf and branch, 
and collecting, tumbles down its precipitous sides in beautifully limi)id 
streams, abounding in large crayfish. The streams on the southern 
slope unite and pass seaward down a fertile valley — ^fEl Val!e del 
Espiritu Santo — by a tortuous channel which enters the sea a short 
distance east of Porlamar. During the rainy season the water reaches 
quite to the sea, but at the time of my visit the demands of the ^bace- 
quias.-^ or irrigation ditches, and the thirsty soil of the flat coast region 
empty the bed several miles back and only a few stagnant pools occur 
here and there, tilled with multitudes of small gas])ing minnows, much 
like the little mummichogs of our tide-water brooks. 

Porlamar has an excellent supply of water piped from the mountain 
slopes in rear of El Valle, but at other x>oints on the island water is 
extremely scarce. Three miles west of Poi lamar in a desert of cactus 
is a solitaiy water hole, or ‘^])osa,” a spot which we would designate as 
•^inud ])uddlef^ a scant sui)ply of foul-looking water at the bottom of a 
crater like depression, whose slopes are trodden smooth by the feet of 
the goats that come for water. To this place during the heat of the day 
came hordes of doves and x^igeons to drink. 

By the aid of irrigation, quantities of fruits, x^lantains, cassava, sugar 
cane, and corn are raised in El Valle; there are many groves of man- 
goes and cocoanut palms. The stream is thickly bordered with trees, 
and the mountain slopes in rear are covered with heavy forests. 

The lulneipal occu[)ations of the inhabitants of the interior are the 
conversion of the sugar cane into rum and the manufacture of pottery 
and roofing tiles. Those who live near the coast are mainly engaged 
in fishing, and with nets, seines, and hooks capture an astonishing 
variety of fish, many being of remarkable shape and brilliant color. 
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The population ot* the island, according* to tlio consiis of 1S73. was 
and was iiuTeasin.u', so that it is now (‘stiinated at 40,000. 1 

found the inhabitants most kind and hospitable. 

Lying' between jMargarita and tlie mainland are two small islands, 
Cubagua and Coche, Avhieh for want of water are jn-aetieally des(ui. 

Tlie mainland, which is in plain sight from ^Margarita, is a long(*haiu 
of waterless, barren, and desolate mountains. 

I collected in the vicinity of Porlamar during the eight days from 
June 30 to July 7, then moved to LI Valle, where I spent a wei‘k, 
returning to rorlamar on July 15, and leaving the island on tin* ‘JOth. 
During the latter part of my stay 1 was hourly ex])ecting my steaimu-, 
so could not go any distance from the town. I lost one day by being 
lamed by the prick of the tliorn of a melon cactus. In sixteen days' 
collecting I obtained two hundred skins, getting specimens of every 
land bird that I observed in a state of freedom except the two common 
vultures and a caracara eagle. A f(‘W l)irds were in good ])lumage, 
but the majority were worn, and the humming birds were in full molt 
when I left. 

As would naturally be inferred from the great difference in the char- 
acter of the vegetation at difterent parts of the island, the bird life at 
these points also varied. Thus the gulls, terns, skimmers, cormorants, 
pelicans, herons, plover, and tnrnstones were found along the beaches 
and nowhere, else; OrUiUs^ Amazona, Amdzilia, Chiyo.ripJd(tj Arhelo- 
rhhuf, yo’coj and riaiijciMa were confined to the heavy forest region; 
ThamuophUus and I>eudropJex were found everywhere; Enpsijchorty.r, 
Columha, and Speotyto were found only in the Hat coast region; CoUun- 
hUjalUna rufipcnnis^ Diplopteriis^ Volnihua, Tachifphonns, and Taniujra 
were found only on the mountain slopes not heavily wooded, and tln‘ 
remaining species were found at all iioints except in the forests. 

In addition to the birds, I secured specimens of a monkey [VchiiH 
apelln) whose fur emitted n very pleasant musky perfume; a rabbit 
something like ours, but without the cotton tail [Lvpm hraHUivuHis)i 
a red squirrel, ^^ardito’’ (6V*///re.s* (vsiiKUis hoffuinnni), a rat (J/^^s‘), a 
spiny rat {Lourhcres)^ an (q)ossuin, ^Dabo pelado " [DUldphys murhut)^ 
the native name implying skiune<l or hairless tail; and tvo small bats 
[VcHpcriufo p (IV vnhts and kSchizosfotnn mcycdoies), A deer occurs and 
the common mouse and other smnll mammals. 

The literature of 5largarita is menger. Dr. A. Ernst ^ gives a ]>artial 
list of the plants of the island, but this is the only scientitic relerence 
to its llora or fauna that I have been able to find. How(‘vei\ all ot (he 
few travelers who have written of ^Margarita refer to its birds. Thus, 
M. Lavaysse- writes: 

From Pueblo (le la :Mar to Pnmiiatnr ^ " hnmming lUrds aud the lianiioniotis 

notes of other tropical birds diverted iiiv attention. 

W’aracas, 1881, Esbozos de Venezuela. 

-'‘A statistical, commercial, and i)olitical descrii)lion ot \ eneznela, Trinidad, Mar- 
garita, and 4'obagof’ London, 1820, ]>. 116. 
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Agnin, Cnpt. W. J. Ailam,^ in nllnding to the ])ortioii of liis jonniey 
from ftiian Griego to Forte Xorte, says: 

As we proceeded, we snw several Hocks of a small s])ccies of Parrot, called by llie 
natives Paroquetia: the bill, wings, and plumage are uniformly gray ; they are apt 
scholars, and quickly taught to imitate the v^arieties of the human voice. We aPo 
saw the bird, from its cry called Tro[)ijaU, a bird much sought foi*, about the siz<^ of 
our commou thrush ; it has a bright yellow top, with br(*ast of the same color, whiPl 
the wings and back exhibit a mixture of white, red, and black; it.s ])lumag(‘ is 
highly prized as an oruameut by the Indian I'hiefs on the Maine. The brilli.:nt 
colors of the woodpecker fretpiently arrested our attention, and a numerous list of 
other kinds which it would be I’oreign from my present ])urpose to notice. 

Finally, the late Dr. John F. Chittenden.’ S])eaking of his ride from 
Pampatar to Porlainar, stiys: 

Put the most interesting feature in my ride was certainly the marvelous collection 
of birds of <*very variety and the gayest pliimag<‘. I never saw so many together out 
of an aviary. Troipiials, humming birds, and some in full song, the ^d’ossignol" 
])ointed out to me is ])robahly a troglodyte, but to im^ a]»peared larger than the 
“ Oiseaii de Pon Dien ” of Trinidad. The song is most melodious and coni])rises 
many differimt notes, but not equal, of course, to the nightingale of Europe. 

At another ]>oint he refers to the large Hocks of jielicans along- the 
coast. 

From these extratTs it is seen that before my visit our knowledge of 
the ornithology of tin’s island was limited to the facts that bird life tliere 
was abundant, and that tliere oeenried the pelican, the troii])ial. and 
c<n tain uiidetenniued species of parrakeet, woodpecker, Immining bird, 
and mocking bird (tb(‘ rossignol*' of Dr. Cliitteiiden). 

Of the 71 species determined by my observations, 17 are water birds, 
and include an nndeseribed foi ni, and oT are land birds inelnding no 
less than ten new species. 

Ill addition to the 7J spetdes enumerated below, I observed an nnde- 
termine<l ])lover, a tlock of large waders which at a distaiua^ resembled 
willets, and several species of large herons, but no other land birds. 
The natives de.scribed otliers to me, but I am unalile to ideiitily the 
birds from their descriptions. The most striking among them was tlie 
^'nangaro,’’ a species of ])arrakeet with a longer beak than C. (crnghio- 
SHs, It may ])Ossibly be the bird referred to by Captain Adam. It is 
to be found at the harvest season. Another bird, the ‘Miiaeagna,’’ 
lives on the mountain slopes, runs on the ground like a partridge, is 
easily decoyed liy imitating its call, and is tailless. It is probably an 
ant tlmish {For mi car his) or a tinainon. 

The avifauna of Margarita, as far as represented in my eoliection, is 
wholly derived from Venezuela. Xo purely west Indian forms are 
l>reseut. In a very few eas(*s the ()e(airrence of a sjieeies in Venezuela 

^'Moiirual of Voyages to ^larguaritta, Trinidad, and ^latiiriu, 1819, 1820,'’ Dublin, 
1S24, p. 22. 

Port of Spain Dazette, Trinidad, Nov. 4, 1893. 
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is yet unproven, but its presence in Mar^nrita is considn ed pretty o'ood 
evidence otits inliabitiiii^’ the mainland. 

Tlie determination of tlie si)ccies was undertaken by Mr. Uichmond, 
who is therefore responsible for the names used in the following;- list. 



Family LAUID.F. 

1. LARUS ATRICILLA, Linnseus. 

LArGHlXc; GULL. 

Xative name: ‘‘ Guanaguanare. 

Abundant and not at all shy, approaching* within a few feet to ])ick 
up the bits of fish tossed to them by tlie fishermen. My specimen, a 
female, was strongly tinged with roseate on the breast. 



2. PHAETHUSA MAGNIROSTRIS ( Lichtenstein.) 

LARGE-PILLED TERN. 

Only a few were seen along the beaches of ^largarita, bur at the 
mouth of the river ^lanzanares at Cumana, soim* 40 miles distant, 1 
saw them in swarms attending the large tlocks of brown pelicans in 
their tishing parties. 

3. ? STERNA EURYGNATHA, Saunders. 

RED-PILLED TERN. 

Common along the beaches. 

[A single specimen represented in the collection may belong to this 
species. It is almost identical in color with acnjUirUhis^ except that 
the bill is yellow, with an ill-detined area of blackish about themiddh^ 
third of both maxilla and mandible. The angle of the mandible is 
well in front of the anterior part of the nostril, thus oi)posing Saun- 
ders’s description. Eump, upper taibcoverts, and u])per surfac'C of tail 
well washed with gray, darker on ends of the tail feathers. The long 
outer wing (piills are replaced by i)infeathers, thus preventing meas- 
urement of this part. The si)ecimen appears to be immature. Ihmk 
yellowish, middle third black; legs black; soles of feet yellow."’ 
b. W. lb] 

L STERNA ANTILLARUM (Lesson). 

LEAST TERN. 

Abundant, and probably with young in eTuly, as whenever 1 ap 
proached the sandy tints that they alfected i)articularly, they hovered 
around me screeching incessantly until 1 withdrew. 
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Family FHYXCIIOPID.E. 

5. RYNCHOPS NIGRA, Linnaeus. 

J?LACK SKIMMER. 

Xot until tlie (lay before my departure from lUaro-arita did J observe 
tbis skimmer. 1 was strolling along the beaeb after dark on a very 
quiet evening when not a breath of air was stirring, and the little swell 
pulsing on the ocean caused no more than a thin, silvery sheet of water 
to now and then glide over the sniooth sand and steal back as quietly 
as it had come. As I turned at one spot to glaii(*e back, 1 became 
aware of a large Ihrd Hitting by so close that J could distinctly hear 
the swish of its wings. In a few se(*onds another passed, and stooping 
down so as to bring it in relief against the liorizon, I easily recognized 
it. The next day I saw others. The}^ tly with their wings held high 
above their bodies, and prefer to skim over this thin sheet of water 
that is thrown over the sands by the waves as they break. They leave 
a distinct ripple in their wake. 

Family rilALACROCOIlACID Ji:. 

6. PHALACROCORAX, sp. 

CORMC^RANT. 

Xative name ^^cotua.'" 

This small, dark, and glossy ('ormorant was fairly abundant along 
.the beaches of jMargarita, but no specimens were secured. 



Family PFLECAXIDA^h 

7. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linnaeus.- 
BROWN PELICAN. 

Xative name ^‘ahmtraz.^’ 

Abundant at ^Margarita and along the neighboring coast of the main- 
land, fishing at times in parties of hundreds. At JMargarita they always 
assembled as the fishermen drew their nets, and as the net was gradu- 
ally pursed, a steady stream of pelicans could be seen plunging head- 
long from the air into the Avater, rising and ])lunging again. 



Family FIlFGATIDAh 

8. FREGATA AQUILA (Linnaeus.) 

^lAN-O’-WAR BIRD. 

Xative name ^Gijereta,’^ i. e., scissor- tail. 

Common along the beaches, the piebald young and the darker adults 
fishing together. Though fishing from on Aving, 1 did not see any plunge 
into the Avater like the ])elicans, but swoojung over the spot they struck 
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(lowiiwanl with their beaks as they passed, inakiii<;* a sound like* tliat 
piodiieed by an an*ow shot into water. TIk'v invariably i-os<* albu' 
eatehiiig the lish, and, tossing it ii]), dextcwously adjusted it before 
swallowing it. 1 daily saw th(‘in assoidated wiili blaek vultures soaring 
at a great height oV(*r thi^ eaietiis tliie^kets wi*st ol‘ Poi-lainar. 



Family AXATlD.lh 

9. DENDROCYGNA, sp. 

TREE DECK. 

In the lagoon at the south(‘ast (*xtreniity of the island. I saw a lloek 
of a half dozen tri'C dueks, but I was unable to ai^iroaeli within range. 
They Hew off toward the inainlaiid. 



Family APDFIIEF. 

11). GARZETTA CANDIDISSIM A (Gmelin). 

SXOWY IIEKOX. 

The native name for all spe^eies of herons is ‘^garza." 

In the lagoon to the east of Poidamar, 1 saw herons of several kinds, 
but obtained only this and the following. 1 saw other snowy herons 
along the stagnant ])ools in the bed of the stream running down from 
El Valle. 

11. BUTORIDES ROBINSONI, new species. 

:makgaritax greex herox. 

Although I saw several ])airs of these herons among the dead man- 
groves along the shoi-es of the lagoon, 1 shot but one speeimeip as 1 
thought it was the same as our 7k riroscens. 

[Ti/pc . — ]\lale adult, Xo. lolOoo, r.S.Fi.^r.; ^Margarita, July 7, 181E>; 
Wirt Eobinson; collector’s Xo. 44(1. Cap and lengthened o(‘(*i])ital 
feathers glossy bottle green, some of the feathers washed with slate; 
vsides and back of neck slaty drab, ting(‘d with fawn color, dec])er on 
back of neck; ear-coveits same, mixed with cinnamon; throat buhy 
white, with a row of black s])ots on each side of the median line; sides 
of throat and cheeks edged with pale cinnamon; fore neck on median 
line (narrowly) buffy white, heavily streaked with cinnamon and daiPer 
blown, and washed with fawn color; back, rump, uppei* tai^co^'erts, 
tail (iip])er surface), and sca])uhir plumes, mostly glossy light bottle 
green, strongly washed with ])ale slate, some of the feathers cntirt'ly 
without greenish tinge; the sca])ular ])lmues with pale linear shaft 
streaks; primaries and secondaries slaty gray; tertiaries glossy light 
bottlegreen; most of the tertiaries and first ])rimary narrowly edged on 
outer webs with whitish; wing-coverts glossy light botth* green, and 
(exeept primary coverts) more or h*ss broadly bordered with bull', 
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(laiktT oil lesser and middle coverts; breast and sides of body smoke 
gray; abdomen and nnder tail coverts liglit bnffy gray; thiglis wood 
brown, ruder surface of wings and tail light slaty gray, lighter on 
axillaries and under wing-coverts, outer border of tlie latter mixed with 
pale cinnamon ; border of wings bufty w hite, mixed with jiale cinnamon : 
‘•irides yellowish red; feet orange." Wing, G.13; tail, 2.18; tarsus, 1.78; 
cnlmen, 2.35 inches. This species apjiears to be closely related to 

B. iitriaUi of South America, but is considerably smaller, and the color 

of the fore and hind neck and edge of wing ajiproach B. vire.scens 

C. W. 11.] 

Family SGOLOPACID^F. 

12. EREUNKTKS OCCIDENTALIS, Lawrence, 

WESTERN SANDPIPER. 

18. CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linnccus). 

SANDERLING. 

Aloiio- the shores of the lag’oon east of Poiiamar there were many 
tioeks of .small .saiul pipers and plovers, and, oji July 7, at one shot, I 
obtained the two above, two species of plover, and a tnrnstone. 



Family (EDICXIAIID.F. 

11. GEDICNEMUS BISTRIATUS (Wagler). 

A.MERICAN THICK-KNEE. 

Native name ‘\<»'uara.’’ In a courtyard of a dwellin’*’ in Porlamar, I 
saw several pairs of these birds, and their owner told me that he had 
caught them when not fully Hedged in the wide savanna to the west of 
the town. Theii’ eyes are most brilliant yellow, like tho.se of an owl. 



Family ( dlAlPVDKIID.F. 

15. iEGIALITIS WILSONIA RUFINUCHA, Ridgway. 
RrFOl\S-NAPEl) PL( )VER. 

Legs grayish pink. 

[A male in the collection has the pectoral band of the usual width; 
brown, mixed with black. — 0. W. ILJ 

Id. i^GIALITIS SEMIPALMATA, Bonaparte. 
SEMIPAL.AIATED PLOVER. 

One shot July 7. Legs clay color, base of beak orange. 

17. iEGIALITIS NIVOSA, Cassin. 

SNOWY PLOVER. 

A specimen obtained July 2. Legs grayish blue. 
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18 iEGIALITIS COLLARIS, Vieillot. 

AZAKA’S KIXG PLoVKK. 

The native name for these plovers is tig’iii-ti\iiiii,'' from tiieir notes. 

They were all common along the l>eaehes. 1 saw still another sp(M‘ies 
with darker breast, but did not succeed in getting a specimen. Legs 
llesh. 

Family APIIRIZID.E. 

19. ARENARIA INTERPRES, (Linnaeus). 
rrPXSTnXE. 

A Specimen obtained July 7. Several large tio(dcs seen at the lagoon. 

Family TFTRAOXID.E. 

20. EUPSYCHORTYX PALLIDUS, new species. 

MAKGAIMTAX (UtESTED (.UAIL. 

These handsome birds were abumlant in the thorny thickets near the 
coast, but none were seen in the intei-ior of the island. Tliey ran 
through the cactus undergrowth with incredible swiftness and it was a 
diflicult matter to cause them to take wing. The call of the niah^s is 
identical with that of our (‘ommou bob-white, and the call of the S(‘at- 
tered members of a covey is also the same. The native name is 
^‘l)erdiz.’’ 

[Tijpe. — Male adult, Xo. loldoG, IJ.S.X.M; Margarita, July 2, ISlloj 
Wirt Ivobiuson; colleetoFs Xo. 3-S4. This bird is closely related to 
E, sonnini of Venezuela, and does not l eciuire a separate d(‘scriptioii. 
The Margaritan birds are considerably paler than E, mnnlnL except 
on the throat, where the color is about tlie same. The females are 
particulai’Iy pallid on the under i)arts. There is no difference in th(‘ 
pattern of coloration of the head in the male between the island bird 
and E. sonuhii. The dimensions a]>pear to be the same in both forms, 
the type of the present bird measui’ing: ^Ving, 3.7o; tail, 2.30; tarsus, 
1.05; exposed culmen, 0.50 inches. The mat(‘rial upon which this form 
is based, and that of E.sonuhu available for (‘omparison. is very scanty, 
consisting of three specimens of the forimn*, and a male from the island 
of St. Tliomas^ and a female from Venezuela of the latter. IMeager as 
this is, it is considered desirable to sc[)arate the two forms on the 
evidence presented, ami on the fact that at least two other sjiecies 
(Dolenmijn and Speotyto) characteristic of the cactus thickets are |>ale 
representatives of mainland birds. Temminck's and (lould's plates of 
E, .sonului also show a darker bird than E, palUdn.s, — ('. W. R.J 

EVmericau Xluseuin of Xatiiral History collection. 1 have to thank ^lessrs. .1. A. 
Allen and Frank XI. Chapman of that institution for numerous specimens from Ven- 
ezuela and Trinidad sent on at my request for comparison with birds collected by 
Lieutenant Eobmson. 

Proc. X. M. <)5 42 



BIUDS FU(^M MAllGJnilA—BOBIXSOX, 



VOL. XVilL. 



C58 



Family CFACID.F. 

21. ?ORTALIS RUFICAUDA, Jardine. 

CHAFIIALACA, 

Xative name, giiacliaraea." 

They are foiuul sparingly in the inonntains aronncl El Yalle, but 
altbongli I made three separate trips after them, accompanied each 
time by an exiierienced hunter, I got none, and only once did 1 even 
hear their notes. The identification is from my description of a siieci- 
men in captivity. 

Family ( 'OLUMBID Jh 
22. COLUMBA GYMNOPHTHALMA. Temminck. 

I'.AUE-FACED riGEOX. 

Xative name, ^'paloma.’’ 

Found sparingly in the savanna to the west of Porlamar. 1 was told 
that at other seasons they were abundant. The two specimens that I 
obtained were badly soiled about the foreheads by the juice of the fruit 
of the post cactus. One. a young female, was without the granulated 
ring around the orbit. 

[The adult female in the collection lacks the ‘A’eddish opaline” and 
blackish bands of the male on the hind neck; the bands or bars in this 
specimen are similar to those on the sides of neck, but with the black- 
ish bars replaced by dusky brownisli ones. This difference is a sexual 
one, then, and not due to immaturity, as thought by ]\lr. ITartert. The 
immature female has these bands on sides and back of neck only slightly 
indicated, and the breast and abdomen are tinged with brown; the 
1 iiig of papilhe round the eye is absent, but there is an indication of a 
difference in structure between this ring and the inner one. Lieutenant 
Itobiuson obtained a male on Curasao during his former visit to South 
America, and 3lr. Ilartert also met with it on the same island. The 
U. S. jSTational ^Museum possesses an adult male from the island of 
St. Thomas, collected by A. 1 ). Armes about the year 1873. This will 
add another species to the avifauna of St. Thomas, and also one coniinon 
to that island and Curacao. From the fact of its inhabiting Margarita 
(whose avifauna seems to be exclusively derived from the mainland), it 
is quite probable that Herr Peter’s statement^ that it occurs on the 
coast of Yeneznela is correct.— 0. W. lb] 

2o. ZENAIDA VIN ACEO-RUFA, Ridgway. 

VIXACEOUS DOVE. 

Native name guarame.” 

Common near the seashore. 1 killed five at one shot at the water 
hole west of Porlamar. Irides brown. 

[These vspecimeiis are typical of this form. — 0. W. K.] 



Jour, fiir Oru., Jan., 1892, p. 112. 
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24. LEPTOTILA INSULARIS, new species. 

MARGAK’ITAX ImjVK. 

^^ative name pipi.’’ 

Irides yellowisli, skin around eyes deej) blin*. Ixaik black, feet reddisli 
pink. Fairly coiiiinon and very good eating. I saw -pipis*’ on tlie 
mainland at Lagnayra and at Guanta, but did not get any s])eciineiis 
for comparison with this island form. 

[Type , — Male adult, ]STo. 151(130, Margarita, duly 0. 1S05; 

Wirt Robinson; colhndor's Xo. 437. Rack, riimi), upper tail-coverts, 
central tail featliers, tertiaries, and wing-coverts, grayish olive; prima- 
ries and secondaries (especially at ti])s), blackish l)rown, the former 
(except first) with more or less narrow whitish edges: tail feathers black, 
four outer pairs tipped Avith Avhite, narrowly on the inner one, but 
increasing toward the outer pair, on Avhich the white tip is one-half inch 
broad; outer web of outer tail featlnu' narrowly edged with Avhite for its 
exposed portion: outer webs of outer tail feathers, exce])t last, mostly 
grayish olive. Forehead, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and loAver throat, 
ecru-drab, passing into pale vinaccous on Ijreast and sides of neck, and 
becoming lighter again on lower breast; chin and center of throat 
white; center of crown distinctly French gray, passing posteriorly into 
dull i)luuibeous mixed with vinaceous on hind neck, the feathers on 
vsides of oceijmt, hind neck, and slightly on sides of neck rather sj>ar- 
iiigly glossed with purj^le, and on lower part of hind neck with green. 
Center of abdomen and under tail-coverts Avhite; sides of body brown- 
ish butf, darker on flanks; axillaries, under wing-coverts, and most of 
under side of primaries, chestnut; first primary only narrowly edged 
Avith chestnut on inner Aveb. Wing, 5.07; tail, 4: tarsus, 1.01: exposed 
culmen, 0.00 inches. This specimen is the only one of the four re])re- 
sented in the series in which the center of the crown is of a pronounced 
grayish color, but the others have a trace of it, somewhat masked by 
the vinaceous tiugc of the surrounding parts. The other si)ecimens 
haA^e the inner Aveb of the lirst primary mostly chestnut, instead of a 
narrow edging as in the type. This species is closely related to /.. ver- 
reaux'u but is smaller, grayer above, Avith metallic colors on hiinl neck, 
occi])iit, and sides of neck less pronounced. Trinidad and Tobago birds 
resemble the 51argarita form in size, but the colors are moi’e like true 
L. verreanxi. Three other s[)eciineiis of L. imularis measure: 5lale 
adult, wing, 5.25 : tail, 4.15; tarsus, 1.07: culmen. 0.08 inches. Female 
adult. Aving, 5.27; tail, 4.08; tarsus, 1.07; culmen, 0.07 inches. Fcnnale 
adult, Aving, 5.23; tail, 1.10; tarsus, 1 ; culmen, O.Ot inches. — C. W, IkJ 

25. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA (Linnaeus). 

GKorXD DOVE. 

XatiA^e name “tortola.'' 

Extremely abundant in all parts of the island, 

[The ^Margarita birds belong to a small i)ale form, but Avhether C. haha- 
5laynard, or C. perpalUda. llartert, or something still different. 
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I can not now determine. There are two males in the collection from 
]Mai'^'ai ita; one has red at tlie base of the bill, the other yellow; the red- 
billed one has dark under tail -coverts, while those in the yellow-billed 
one are lighter. An adnlt male from Cura(;ao collected on this trip is 
similar to the yellow-billed Margarita bird, but the bill is somewhat I 
brighter yellow. — C. W. E.] j 

26. COLUMBIGALLINA RUFIPENNIS (Bonaparte). i 

RUFOl S GROUND DOVE. ' 

Native name ^^tortola de monte.’’ 

I saw in ail about a dozen individuals and these were associated with 
flocks of the preceding species in the fields on the mountain slopes in 
rear of El Valle. 

[Examples of this species from ]\Iargarita do not differ from those 
from other localities. — 0. W, E.] 

27. SCARDAFELLA RIDGWAYI, new species. 

RIDGWAY'S SCALED DOVE. 

Xative name ^^potoco,’’ from its note of three syllables. 

Without doubt this was the most abundant bird on the island and 
was found in all parts. They came to the water holes in swarms and I 
once secured nine at a shot. Like other doves, they strike their wings 
rapidly upon rising, but instead of giving out a whistling sound the 
noise is a rattle like that of dry seeds shaken in a gourd. Leak dark, 
irides red, feet llesh. At Quanta I saw great numbers of sealed doves 
with the same note as these,- but got none for comparison. 

[Type . — Male adult, Xo. 151044, U.S.N.M.; Margaiita, June 30, 1805; 
AVirt Eobinson; collector's ]STo. 3>0lk Upper parts (except forehead, 
forecrown, wing-coverts, and primaries), including middle ])air of ree- 
trices, brown— between broccoli and hair brown, the feathers all tipped 
with dull greenish or bluish bhuJe, narrowest on nape and hind crown; 
iwimaries bi*ownish black externally, dai k hazel on inner webs and at 
base of outer webs, appearing on exposed portion of wing as a small, 
irregular spot, just beyond ])rimavy coverts; secondaries, dark brown- 
ish black, narrowly edged with white on the outer web; feathers of 
wing- CO veils mainly white on outer web, brown on inner web, and 
broadly tipped with black: primary coverts and alula, dull black ; fore- 
head, forecrown, superciliary line, and sides of head, pale pinkish white, 
lighter on lores and ear-coverts, the feathers mostly uariowly edged 
with black; throat white, passing into pale vinaceous on breast, sides 
of breast, and sides of neck, the feathers on breast with faint indica- 
tions of black edges, more pronounced on lower part and on sides, 
remainder of under parts white, with a wash of pale fawn color on sides, 
all the feathers edged with white, these edges broadest on lower breast 
and sides of body. Five outer ]>airs of rectrices black basally, the 
terminal part white; on the outer feather the white occupies about l.GO 
inches; this decreases by ‘‘steps” to the fifth, which has only a slight 
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mottling of white* at the end. Tiuler wing-roverts externally (*hestniit, 
the feathers with black ti]>s, the inin*r part wholly bhn-k: axillaries, 
black. Wing, 3.82; tail, 3.90; tarsus, 0.08: ext)nS(*(l enlinen, 0.00 inches. 
This species dilfers from squamosa mainly in its long(*r bill and in the 
broader black edgings to the feathers, whi(*h in tin* new s])ecies are 
about twice as wide as those of >8. sfinamosa. Tin* vinaceous color is a 
little deeper in the former, ]>ut this may be dne to the fresh condition 
of the s])ecimens. The single specimen in the Xatioiial Museum collec- 
tion from the mainland of Venezuela, examined in this eonnecti(m, is 
similar to the Margarita bird, but the bill is short as in the Ibaziliaii 
s])ecimeus of S. stiaamosa, 

I take great pleasure in naming this species for ^Ir. Ividgway, who 
first pointed out the difference between the Brazilian and Venezuelan 
birds twenty-two years ago.^ — C. W. B.] 

Family CATHAETID.E. 

28. CATHARTES AURA (Linnaeus). 

TPlMvEY VrLTrRK. 

Xative name ^•olaya." 

Common, but not so much so as the following s])ecies; 

29. CATHARISTA ATRATA (Bartram). 
liLACK VULTURE. 

Xative names ‘'zaimirro” and ^^guaraguao,^' the latter being the 
Indian name. 

Abundant everywhere. 



Family FALCOXIDM:. 

30. BUTEO ALBICAUDATUS, Vieillot. 

WHITE-TAILED BUZZARD. 

Native name ‘^gavihin." 

1 saw i)robably a dozen individuals, and obtained one sijecimen, a 
young bird. Its cere was blue, irides brown, and feet yellow, and its 
stomach contained ])ortions of a snake. The natives told me that this 
hawk destroys much ])oultry. 

31. FALCO SPARVERIUS. Linnaeus. 

SPAIJROW HAWK. 

Native name ^^rai)ina.” 

Abundant. Their princi]>al food is a large green grasshoi)per (7Vo- 
2)i(lacn‘s, sp.), which the natives call ^‘naragangato,^ and which is very 
common in the scinb along the coast. These insects have the under 
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^viDg's of «a bluisli tinge and the bodies marked with red and green^ 
and some are as miieli as 8 indies in expanse. They are also eaten by 
the several small owls that are found on the island. One sparrow 
hawk had eaten a lizard in addition to several grasshojipeis. 

[f^^nr specimenSj two males and two females, are reiiresented in the 
collection. The males can be very closely matched with a specimen 
from (rainesville, Florida, both in color and size. They are almost 
uniform in color below, one only has a few spots on the lower sides; 
the backs are uniform, with a few black bars on the longer scapulars; 
the crown is uniform gray in one, with a small chestnut patch in the 
otlier. Tlie specimens are larger than examiiles of F. hreviprnnis from 
Curacao. The wings measure: Males, G.SO and G.To; females, 7,20 and 
7.12 inches. Tails measure : Males, 4.7o ; females, 4.70 and 5.25 inches. — 
C. AV, IT] 

32. POLYBORUS CHERIWAY (Jacquinot). 

Arnruox’s caracara. 

Xative name caracara." 

t saw a few of these birds flying about to the west of Porlamar, but 
did not succeed in getting a specimen. 



Family BUBO^MD.E. 

33. MEGASCOPS BRASILIANUS (Gmelin). 

BRAZILIAX SCIJEKCII OWL. 

Native name chaure.*’ 

I obtained one specimen in the scrub west of Porlamar. Seeing a 
small but very thickly foliaged tree and thinking that it was a likely 
hiding place for an owl, I threw a stone into it, when this specimen 
darted out on the op])osite side and was quickly lost to sight in the 
thorny jungle. Following after, I hunted for it for some time and was 
despairing of tinding it, when I heard the scolding notes of some mock- 
ing birds near by and made toward them. Just as I had located the 
l^articular clump of cactus and thoin trees in which they Avere, they 
flew ofl‘, and I was again on the point of giving up my seai'ch, when I 
heard the angry buzzing and sipieaking of a bnfl'breasted humming 
bird (J)oIeyomi/(( palUda), and soon detected the owl perched near the 
ground and the little hummer flying almost into its face. 

This owl had a thorn of the tuna through the nictitating membrane 
of one eye. These thorns are a curse to the living creatures of the 
island; man and the domestic animals snfler from them; I shot a rab- 
bit with the thorns dee]> in its flesh; I found them in all of the pigeons 
and doves, in the burrowing owls, entirely through the wings of a par- 
tridge, and dozens in the legs of every large iguana that I caught. 
Whilst careless of tiiem at first, I grew to dread them more and more 
the longer I stag ed, and finally shrunk from them with horror. 
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31. SPEOTYTO BRACHYPTERA, new species. 

SHOKT-WIXOEU l!riii;0\VlN(i U\VI,. 

Native name •• moriquite.” 

Tlic level land to t lie <'ast of rorlaniar is inon- sandy than that to the 
west, and the vegetation is, in eoiisc(inenee, scantier. There are here, 
and there open patches of several acres in e.vtent cov(>red with a spat so 
faded yellowish grass and dotted with, melon cactus (Mdoau-lux n,m- 
rniinin). In these spots 1 was c<'rt!un to tind little colonies of burrowing: 
owls living' in burrows that had been made either by a hind tortoise 
somewhat like the Florida gopher or by a rabbit. Their color harmo- 
nizes with that of the grass, and, standing erect and motionless among 
the cactus melons, they are easily overlooked unless ap]iroached so (dose 
that they tly a short distance or slink off like a cat. hen they ha\e 
thus revealed their iiresence, they perform various bows and nods toward 
their disturber, uttering at the same time a low tremulous note a little like 
some of the notes of our screech owl. Among my specimens was one 
young bird in immatnre plumage. The stomachs of all contained grass- 
hoiipcrs and fragments of beetles. 1 saw none at all among the hills. 

iUale adult. No. ir.KKKt, F.S.N.^d.: idargarihi. Juiu'. 30, ISb.',; 
Wirt r.obinson; collector’s No. SCA. Similar to S. cHioailni-xi, but iialei 
and very much smaller: the tarsi feathered only about haltway, with 
stragcling hairs continu(‘d down on the toes; brown bars on under parts 
mnciriiakw and narrower; rump and upper tail coverts uniform imle 
cinnamon, without spots or bars ; under tail coverts nuiform bufVy white ; 
under wing coverts and axillaries immaculate biifV: midille rectrices 
with five light bars; three iiincrmo.st bars on outer web ol tirst primary 
are connected. ‘-Irides yellow.-’ Wing, .TIS; tail, IMI; tar.sus, 1.70; 
exposed ciilmeu (without cere), O.-lg inches. Two other a.lult males 
measure: Wing, .7.80 anil .7.8- tail, 2..7.7 ami AtO; tarsi. ‘-J’ > 
inches, respective! V. An adult female immsurcs; t\ mg. .>.00; tail. -..>1, 
tarsus 1.6;i; cxiio.sed culmcii (without cere). O..', 7 inches. The yarious 
forms of .S'licot^te.dcscribcd from the West Indies, nahamas, and 
appear to have the under wing-coverts mottled or simttcd. while the 
true N. cnnicHlarm. /ii/iug/uv,, ro.tn,la, and the present form have tln-m 
uniform buff. In examining a large scries of the first two. 1 lin.l an 
occasional .specimen with indications of mottled under wing-coverfs; 
but this character is very exceptional. The forms neari'st in size t(> the 
bird aretlie S, maimi uud <in(ulrloH[)en,^is nt tlu‘ (*st ; 

but they are both very dark binls, ami at once .listingiiishablc without 
regilvd to size. — C. W. M.] 

35. GLAUCIDIUM PHAL^NOIDES (Daudin). 

FEKKUCilNUrS PV(iMV nWE. 

Native name ^‘lecbnzn.' 

Irides, <‘cre. beak, and fc(‘t yellow. I tried repeatedly to attract birds 
in Margarita by making that “s.-ieeping" noise which is so ellectivo 
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vitli us at certain seasons, but I met witli success only once, aud^7en 
in a deeply sliaded si>ot along the bed of tlie stream from El Valle 
wben at tbe first note one of tliese little owls dashed up, evidently 
expecting to lind something upon which to jirey. 1 believe that these 
owls hunt by day, as the snn caused them no apparent discomfort. I 
found the threeothers that 1 obtained by being attracted by the scold- 
ing notes of mocking birds. They are subject to dichromati.sm, as three 
were in the red i>lnm.age and one in the gray. The bju'iing of the tail 
of the gray one was quite different from that of the others. These owls 
hate a ])air of marks ,at the back of the neck which in life and at a 
little distance look like a ])air of half closed eyes, .so that at first I was 
not certain whether they wei(' looking toward me or from me. These 
marks are almost entirely hidden in a made-np skin. 



Family PSlTTAOll >.E. 

»!. CONURUS .^RUGINOSUS (Linnaus). 

id’sTY p.\ri;akei:t. 

Xative name ‘‘perico.’’ 

Abundant, being fonnd.in large flocks in the fiat coa.st region and in 
the cultivated hills around El Valle. I was told that they could be 
taught to talk. Those that I obtained were in rather w'oru plumage. 
fXot ditiereiit from mainhmd birds. {\ W. K.] ^ 



37. AMAZONA AMA20NICA (Linnaeus), 

A^IAZONIAX PAKKOT. 

Xativc iiciines ^Moro ’ and ‘^cotorra.'’ 

^ I .saw many large flocks in the heavy forests in rear of El Valle 
Ihexe IS in these forests a parasite which, starting from an iusiguificaut 
seed droi.pe.1 upon a branch by some bird, lots down fine cord-like 
roots, which, descending for 50 or CO feet, reach the e.arth, and obtain- 
ing a foothold there rajiidly iiici ease until the parent tree is choked and 
de.stroyed, and the imrasite alone remain.s, one of the loftiest trees in 
the forest. Its leaves are large, pear-shaped, and glos.sy like those of 
our magnolia, its blos.soms white, and wide open like a wild rose: the 
nut, smooth and the size of a peach, opens like a chestnut burr, but in 
eight .segments, disclosing in the interior a fleshy iivramid with longi- 
tudinal slits filled with rice-like seed, red and pulpy. It is called bv the 
natives “coiiey,’- and is probably Chi.shi ro.seu. 

I'lmii Its peculiar manner of propagation, it is evident that the seeds 
ninst be attractive to birds, and so I found them. For several morn- 
lug^ 1 took my stand before daybreak under a very large one near El 
\ alle, and at the first .sign of dawn the tree to]i bur.st into life, and posi- 
tn ely swarmed with birds. Three flycatchers, three tanagers, a grackle, 
wo orioles, and a vireo took part in the feast : the beautiful azure-crowned 
honey creeper came literally by hundreds and poised, like a humming 
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bird, with rapid vibrating- wing.s, beneath the open fniit, by ineims of 
its long beak extracted the seeds from tlie d(‘ptlis of the cavities. 11ie 
imiTots, too lieavy for such work and with beaks too thick to ent(U‘ tin* 
cavitiesj liung head downward on the fruit and tore its thick and 
gummy outer rind into fragments to get at tlie ('oveted interior. Wlien 
a dock of parrots was at woi k in a coiiey. tlie liits o(‘ l ind fell like a 
shower. The Juice of the rind hardens on tlieir beaks and plumage 
like india rubber, and I found it inijiossible to remove it with water^ 
altlmugh s])irits of turpentiiK* dissolved it fre(dy. One of my i>arrots, 
a fenialej liad the tips of all of her tail featli(‘rs so badly worn that f 
tliought at first that I had shot an escaped cage bird, but 1 was t(dd 
tliat they nest in hollow trees and that their tails arc^ worn by the 
smallness of tlie hollows. 

[The specimens collected by Lieutenant Ttobinson are typical of 
A, amazonica . — 0. W, IhJ 



Family CUCULID.E. 

38. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linn^us. 

AXI. 

Xative name garrapatero,^' i. e., tick eater, from its alleged habit of 
eating the garrapatos,’’ or ticks, from the backs of cattle. 

Common and usually in small parties of from six to a dozen individ 
uals. Found in open lan<L and often seen walking about among cattle 
like our cow l>ird. I am inclined to believe that these birds not only 
associate in communities, but have a nest in common. Upon arris ing 
at Laguayra, I discovered one of tlieir nests, a bulky structure of coarse 
twigs, in a cocoanut palm near the town. 1 made no attempt to get it, 
but on the night of June 25 there was a high wind, and, going out the 
next morning, I found that the nest had blown down. It had fallen in 
rank grass, and all of the eggs were not broken. It had contained 15 
fresh eggs, of which nine were uninjured. 



39. DIPLOPTERUS Ni^:VIUS (Linneeus). 

TAWNY CUCKOO. 

ISTative name sentin.’* 

I saw several pairs of these birds in the small thi(*k(Us on the ])artly 
bare hillsides near El Valle, and obtained one specimen. 

Family EFCCOXIDJ:. 

40. BUCCO BICINCTUS (Gould). 

TWO-IiAXDED puFF-mnn. 

Common, especially in the fringe of trc(‘s along the stream from VA 
Valle. They are very (piict birds, and will sit motionh^ss whilst they 
are observed from a distance* of a few feet. They have a note a little 
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like onr flickers, and begin slowly on a low key atui run up cresceiulo^ 
increasing the rapidity and pitch of the note. They nest in a hole 
constructed in the hirge nests of the white-bodied and chestnut-headed 
wood lice which are coininon in the trees along the stream. 

[A pair in the collection hardly difter from a specimen from Vene- 
zuela, but are very slightly paler on the throat. — 0. W. R.] 



Family PICID.E. 

41. MELANERPES SUBELEGANS (Bonaparte). 

BOX A PA HTE ’ S WOOD PEC KE R . 

Native name •‘earpintero."’ 

Abundaiit. Their nests near El Valle were usually constructed in 
cocoa palms. On duly 9 at El Valle a cliild brought in to me a young 
bird barely able to fly. 

[The proper name for the present bird is without doubt df. suheJegans 
of Honaparte, although some ornithologists, prineiiially the English, 
have for a long time relegated this name to the synonymy of MeJanerpes 
anrlfyonH (Wagler), probably following Sclater, who seems to have 
been the first to make the mistake. 

This form was first described by Bonaparte^ under the name Centuvns 
suhelegnns. He compare<l his bird witli the C. elegant of Swainsoii, 
and gave the locality as ‘^dlexico.'^ In 1850, in his Conspectus,^' he 
again described it in almost tlu^ same words, but ('orrected the locality 
to ‘AVnezuela.’^ IFere he quoted as references his original description 
and ! Or. 1819, e.v Wag]. 181*9.^^ In the first descrijition he 

neglected to mention the color of tlie abdomen, but did so in the 
second, giving it as red. In describing 0. suheJegans he writes, ‘^fronte 
et cervice subanratis,*' and in a comparison whicli follows says it 
‘A*esembles Mr. Swainson's Ceutnrus elegans, but is well distiuguislied 
by wanting the very conspicuous black superciliary spot and by the 
much less brilliant gold color of the crown.” This agrees very well in 
the main with the bird now under consideration, but M, auri/rous 
(Wagler), with which this description is made to fit by those who reject 
the name snhdegaus^ is a much larger bird, and with the golden color 
of the nape fully as brilliant, if not even more so. It has a yellow 
belly, while suJjelegaus (as shown in his second descrii>tion) has a red 
belly. If he had been comparing T/. with M, elegans in the 
original description of C. suheJegans, he would probably have mentioned 
the great difierence in size, as he did in comi)aring his C. santa-eruzJ 
with l\ aurJfrons [—vuhrJventrJs] a few pages over in the same paper.' 

Now, there is a discrepancy in his description of suheJegans, when 
applied to the present bird, for he says ‘M'ronte et cervice subauratis;” 
the bird long known as C\ trieoJor has the forehead yellow, but the nai)e 



^ Free. Zool. So(\ Loud., 1S37, 109. 
*Proc. Zool. Soc., 1837, p. 116. 
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is m/, paler tluin tlie crown, and sepanited from it. lu soni(‘, spc'ci- 
meiis, as in tlic .Margarita example in worn plumage, this red uajK* is 
considerably worn and faded, and has a distinct goldmi hue, with only 
a sligld tint of red remaining. Could not l>onapart(‘ have bas(Ml his 
descri])tiou on a similar specimen? At any late, red or yellow, the 
iia[)e is never as broad or brilliant as in cUajhuh, 

Here is Bonajjaide's seroiid description, the worbs in brackets being 
those not tound in the original one: 

aU)o-n\(jro([Hv fascialui^: mihtns, cum capUc, dilute cineraiscnifi: vertice ^abdom- 
iulsqne medio^ rubrh: fronte cl cervicc unhanralia: Imacnla <>cularl niqra uulla]. 

The words ‘Hninor^' and ‘Miiacula oculari nigra nulla" are compara- 
tive with C\ elcf/dus immediately ])receding this description : the ^‘abdom- 
inis^ue medio [rubris] refers to the color of the abdomen, lacking in 
the original description. Now this does not ref-r to J/. (Uiri/ron^s, and 
the objection to Bonaparte's name appears to rest on this point. 

The specific name tricolor very commonly been used to designate 
the birds ranging from the Isthmus through Colombia and Venezuela. 
This name was first used by Gmelin, whose ricas tricolor, said to inhabit 
Mexico, is considered unrecognizable. Later, Wagler described in 
detail a bird in tlie Berlin Museum as J'iciis tricolor,^ thought to be from 
^Mexico, but since shown by Cabanis to have come trom CartagenUj 
Colombia. 

Itecently Salvin and Godman - have very properly discarded the name 
tricolor of Wagler for the bird inhabiting the Isthmus and applied a 
new name, ivdijlcri, in its stead. Von Berle})sch desc'ribed CciiUi) ii.s tci - 
r icolo r^ froiu the ‘‘Orinoco district or Trinidad'’ some years ago, and 
compared his bird with Bogota specimens, which were thought to be 
tricolor. The former was said to ditf(*r from tncfflor in being larger, 
with longer bill, darker on head and under parts, and in bari-ed upper 
tail coveGs. Now, if Orinoco or Venezuelan examples are compared 
with Panama sjiecimens, which are the same as the (hvrtageua form, we 
shall have to describe them as , smaller instead of lar<jcr than •• tricolor'! 

In other words, we have three forms — one, icaijlcri., trom Chiiiqui, 
ranania, and along the coast of Colombia; second, a smaller form in 
Venezuela, including Tobago, the Orinoco region, and probably Trim- 
dad; and linally a still smaller form from Bogota, which appears to be 
unnamed, and may be called ncglccUis. The second form mentioned is 
the one called fcrricolor by Von Berlepsch, but is really the suhehyans 
of Bonapart(‘, and tins latter name should be enii)loycd in its places 

The charactci's given in the books to separate n'iujh rl \vo\\\ srhclctyuiH 
are not very satisfactory. I can not tind any dilleiencc in tin* coloi ot 
the under parts (but should state that 1 have seen no males ofmylcctns), 
and the barring of the upper tail-coverts and rump are very innMUtain 
and occur in both Ibrms more or less. There is a (lilleience in size, 



1 Isis, 182t), 512. 

2Bio). ( Vnt. Am., Aves, II. 1895, 4IG. 
3 Ibis, 1880, 113. 



66 « 



ISIUDS FROM MAliGAIUTJ — liOJilXSOX. 



VOL. XVIII. 



especially ill length of wing, which will aid in distingnishing them; the 
size of the bill is, however, ab(mt the same in both forms. The best 
eliaracter I can find is in the extent of the red crown, which is con- 
tinnons with the nape in iciKjleri^ but separated from it in subelcffansj 
although this may jirove of no value when a large series shall have 
been examined. What the differeii(*e on this point is between neijlectus 
and the two just mentioned 1 am unable to say. 

In view of the above tacts 1 would follow Dr. Alleid in restoring 
Bonaparte’s name suheleffann for the Venezuelan form and the three 
birds will then stand: 

Mehnierpes 8i(bele(/(ui8 (Boxacahte). Venezuela; Tobago. 

MeJaucrpea 8ubdegau8 ivagleri (Salvix and Godmax;. Chiriqiii, ranaina, coast 
region of Colombia, 

Melanerpes subelegaus neglectus, KiciiMnxD. Bogota. 

As type of this last, I will designate No. 47081, TJ.S.N.M., female 
adult; ^‘Bogota;'’ Mon, A. A. Burton. Wing, 3.90; tail, 1.83; tarsus, 
0.70; exposed cnlmen, 0.72 inches. — C. W. II.] 

Family CAPHLII IJLGID.E. 

42. CHORDEILES ACUTIPENNIS (Boddaert). 

SOCTH A.MEiaCAN XIGIIT HAWK. 

Native name ‘‘agnaita camino,*’ i. e., road watcher, from its habit of 
flitting along the road at dusk and lighting in front of the traveler. 

I flushed a few in rambling through the scrub near Porlamar, but 
secured only one. At FA Valle 1 saw them flying overhead at early 
dawn, and they then looked exactly like onr night hawk. 

Family A1 1CK0P( )DID.E. 

43. CH.ETURA CINEREI VENTRIS LAWRENCEI, Ridgway. 

LAWKENEE’S SWIFT. 

Abundant at El A alle shortly after daybreak, and again at sundoMui. 

One specimen secured. 

[This specimen is quite like the tvpe, but the wing is a bit shorter.— 
C. W. ll.j 

Family TIIOCHI LI JEE. 

44. DOLEROMYA PALLIDA, Richmond. 

BUFF-BPvEASTED HU^IMIXG BIRD. 

Doleromija palUda, LTchmoxd, Auk, XII, October, 1895, p. 309. 

The characteristic feature of the vegetation of the flat coast region of 
Margaritaistheposteactus,tlie‘A‘ardon*’ofthe natives, of which several 
species occur. These upright, spiny posts would apj)ear to the stranger 
as i)roductiveof nothing that would sustain life, but such is uot the ease. 

’ Bill]. Ainer. .Miis. Xat. Hist., IV, 1892, 55. 
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One species in ]unnieular {Ccrens stcarfzii. Grisebncli) l)enrs nt nnen tniii 
points along* its colniniinr stein globnlar fVnit, soiin^ ot wliidi are as lar^e 
as small ]>eaelies. When green, they are hard and so thickly bescd with 
needle-like spines that tlu^y can not be ])i(dve<l up even when broken olf 
and lying on the ground. But as they ripen, their color turns IVoin 
green to dark rinl, the spines seiiarate and fall off in little {*lnni])s, the 
skin of the fruit cracks like an overripe lig, drops of nectar begin to 
trickle forth, and are at once detected by the bulf-breasted humming 
bird, who hastens to make a delicious meal. But other keen (*yes arc 
also on a lookout for the treat, and viuy soon the big troupial tears liis 
way into the sweet pulp, the mocking bird, yellow oriole, grass(|uit, and 
black and yellow honey creeper take what he leaves, and the empty 
shell withers in the sun and falls to the earth. In a few days I learned 
that the birds were better judges of fruit than I, and whenever I .saw a 
buff-breasted hummer poised before the fruit of a eardfm, I at once 
knocked it down with my gun band and proeetMled to enjoy it. Wlum 
ri])e, the outer skin is easily separated from the pul]), which is dark red 
and glutinous, thickly filled with small, black, seeds like grains of 
powder. Tlie flavor is delicious, soniewliat like strawberry with the 
acidity removed. The buff-breasted hummers eat not only the j'nice 
but also the llesh of this fruit, and this, with the little tuberose shapi'd, 
wax-like, coral red llowers of the melon cactus and the larger dowers 
of the tuna and cardones, constitute their food snpjdy. They are not 
found where these do not occur in abundance, and they are therefore 
strictly limited to the coast region of Margarita. 

On the second day after my anival at ^iargarita I was hunting in 
the scrub wlum I heard the notes of a bird singing near at hand. I at 
first thought that it was the gnat-catcher, which was common there- 
abouts, but as it struck me that the song was louder than a gnat 
catcher’s, I walked up quiidly, ami to my sur|>rise diseovm'ed that it 
emanated from a humming bird. It is a great mistake to think that 
humming birds can not or do not sing. The Am({ziIJ(( aliruv has a well- 
marked and strong song of three notes, rejicated a varying number of 
times, and the little ChlorosUlhon carihhiva has a more varied though 
much weaker .song, 1)iit the buff-breasted hummer is a nightingale ('om- 
pared to them. In singing they perch upon some prominent twig and 
elevate their beaks. The notes can be heard at a distanci‘, and I 
(piickly found that the easiest way to get specimens was to wait until 
one was heard singing and then go at once to tlu^- sj)ot. In this way I 
secured some twenty, and could eaisly ha^’t' gottim many more. As 
among the lot only two were females, I think that tlu^ inah‘s alone sing. 
On July 20 1 found a nest with two eggs, incubat(*d tor a few da;v s. 
It was saddled upon the branch of a small nettle bush onh"2 feed from 
the ground, and was covered with lichens. The female sat with her 
tail high in the air and her wings beneath her tail. S1k‘ was so tearless 
that .she suffered me to photugraf>h her on the nest, and aft(‘rwards 
lift her off with iny hand, when she immediately returned to the eggs. 
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[Tijpe. — Male ailultj Xo. 1.51001), U.S.X.M.; Marg'arita Island, July 
5, 1SD5; Wirt Robinson; collector's Xo. 432. Similar to J),faUaXj but 
inucb paler below, wliere pale bulTy fulvous; nietallie green of upper 
parts less brilliant and less brassy; size tlie same. Upper mandible 
and tip of lo^yer, black; lower mandible llesli color. Wing, 2.41; tail 
(central feathers), 1.40; exposed (oilmen, 0.82 inches. 

Female adult, Xo. 1.51070, U.S.X.^I.; ]\Iargai ita Island, July 4, 180.5; 
same collector (Xo. 400). Does not differ from the male. Wing, 2.28; 
tail (central feathers), 1.34; exposed culmen, 0.8.5 inches. 

Lieutenant Robinson collected over twenty specimens of this species, 
which I have compared with three specimens of D.fiiUax belonging to 
the American Museum of Xatural Ilistory and kindly loaned for that 
purpose by T)r. J. A. Allen. They are uniformly paler than the three 
examples of D.fallax, and all, without exception, have pale flesh-colored 
lower mandibles, while those of D.fallax are apparently yellow when 
fresh. At any rate, the Ameri(*an Museum specimens have the appear- 
ance of having had yellow lower mandibles in life. There does not 
appear to be any aiipreciable A’ariation in the amount of white on the 
outer tail feathers in i>. i}alUda^ and the area occupied by white on 
these feathers is the same in both species. 

In both forms the feathers of the under parts are edged with buff, the 
less exposed ])art of the feathers being different shades of fulvous (light 
in i>. 2)aUUla and darker in falla.r)^ conseciuently, the more worn the 
plumage, the darker the birds appear. The majority of s])ecimens of 
I). palUda are in somewhat worn plumage, while the three sxiecimens 
of .A/u//u.r are in quite fresh condition, hence the differences between 
the two species pointed out above will probably be greater when the 
two birds are compared in the same condition of plumage. — 0. W, R.] 

45. AMAZILIA ALICIiE, Richmond. 

ALIOE'S’HUMMING BIRD. 

Amazilia alicUv. Ricimoxi), Auk, XII, Ciftober, 1895, p. 3()8. 

The range of this brilliant humming bird is just the reverse of that 
of the preceding — that is, none at all were found in the coast region, 
and only a few in El Yalle; but in ascending the heavily wooded moun- 
tains in rear, they became more abundant until when I had reached the 
perpetual clouds that hung about the peak and entered an atmosphere 
of mist, they Avere seen in all directions. The type specimen, a finely 
plumaged male, I shot from a mango tree as I sat in its shade drink- 
ing the milk of a cocoannt. It fell within a few feet of me and was at 
once seized by a wandering chicken which made off at full speed fol- 
lowed by me in hot pursuit. Fortunately there were no thorns to 
impede me, and although I broke down a banana plant in my headlong 
chase, I pressed the chicken so closely that it finally dropped my 
prize. 

— Male adult, Xo. 151007, U.S.X.M.; Margarita Island, July 
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181)5; Wirt ItobiiKson ; collector's Xn. 40S. Korcbcnd, l'orc]);n*t ot 
crown j lores, cnr-covcrts, cliecks, sid(\s of iicck. and nnd(‘r jKirls In il 
liant nietallic green; naiie. under wing-eoverts, and axillaries less 
metallic green, and of a brassy line; liiml crown, wing-eoverts (exe(*pt 
lirimary coverts, which have hardly a shade of ineiallie eoloiM, and back 
nietallic reddish bronze, most intense on the lattei*. and almost disap 
jieadiig on rump: uj)])er tail-coverts ]>alc chestnut, some of tiic fealh 
ers centered with purplish blue, whii'h is ^'isible only upon disturbing 
tlie feathers; under tail coverts uniform ])ale chestnut, without any 
metallic centers to the feathers, and without admixture of whitish 
feathers; thighs and crissum silky white; thinks with a tuft of downy 
white feathers, which are normally eonc(‘ah‘d; wings blackish, with 
slight bluish retleetions; tail blue black; iiiqier mandible black, lower 
mandible tlesh color except at ti]>, where black. Wing. li.OT ; tail (outer 
feather), l.lil; depth of fork, 0.18: (mliuen, 0.80 inches. 

Female adult, Xo. 151008, F.S.X.^M.; Margarita Island. July 0, 
1895; same collector (Xo. 183). Similar to the male, but dulhu’; tbi'c^- 
crown and forehead much less brilliant, and not sharply S(‘parat(Hl from 
the bronzy shade of hind crown; abdomen mostly dull dusky gray. 
Wing. 2.01; outer tail feather. 1.21; depth of fork, 0.10; culmeii. 0.81 
inches. 

Lieutenant Eobinson 1)rought back eight specimens of this ])ietty 
bird, which is named in honor of 31 rs. liobinson. It is closely allied to 
AmaziUa jHlchv of the adjacent mainland, but is evidently distinct. I 
have been unable at this time to compare the new species with males 
of /HhaVc, but, foi tunately, Lieutenant liobinson stoi)i>ed long (moiigh 
at Laguayra to collect six females of the latter, which of exc'c])- 
tional interest here, as they were collected at about the same time as 
those of the new form and are therefore in exactly the same state of 
plumage. Comparing females, then, the new form dilfers from fcUchv in 
having the posterior part of the crown and bade reddish bronze instead 
of gree]i; in having the i iimp and upper tail (*overts practically with- 
out metallic color; the tail h‘ss brilliant and steel black instcaid ol'bliie 
black; under tail-coverts uniform pale chestnut, without any metallic 
green or steel blue feathers. This species is also larger than A.fdiehv, 
In the series of six females of the latter, the under tail-(*o verts are 
mixed chestnut and metallic green or steel blue*, with occasional gray- 
ish feathers; the upi)er j)arts are brassy green in four of the sjx^ci- 
mens, a wash of bronze on the back of the tifth. ai:d (luite as pro- 
nounced bronze in the sixth as in si>ecimens of allvUv^ but the bronzy 
a])])earance is probably due to a stain in this specimen, and covers more 
of the runi}) and ii])i)er tail coverts than in specimens of aUvla\ 

The sexes are easily separable in this si)ccies and from its clos(^ 
aflinity to A, tohaci^ A. enjihronota. and tlu‘ same is doubtless 

the case with them. The glittering green cap of the male shar])ly cut 
off from the duller remainder of the crown will at ou(‘e distinguish it 
from the female. — 0. W. R.l 
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4(1. CHLOROSTILBON CARIBB^EA, Lawrence. 

ATALA^S EMERALD. 

Abuiidaut in El Yalle and around the plantations in rear, but very 
few seen in tlie ca)ast region. 

Iluinining birds which in Colombia are called pica flores"* or 
^M‘hupa llores’’ (dower peckers or flower suckers), aie called colibri’^ 
farther to the east, and at Laguayra tocuso ” or toeusito.’’ In IMar- 
garita, where the ])eculiarities of language amount almost to a dialect, 
these terms become ^^tocncho^’ and “ tocuchito.” 

[Ten specimens from jMargarita are indistinguishable from others of 
this species, — C. W. IE] 

Family PIPEID.E. 

47. CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagler). 

LAXCE-TAILED MAXAKIX. 

^S'ative names ‘-coini toro” and ‘‘tintoro,” from the fancied resem- 
blance of their notes to these words. 

They were abundant in the heavy forests in rear of El Valle and 
usually kept near the water courses. Their notes had a peculiar liquid 
and bell-like quality to them, like the lower tones of our wood thrush, 
and it was especially difficult to judge the distance and direction of 
the singer. At times the notes appeared double, and as I repeatedly 
saw a ]>air of males ]>erched on the same branch and almost in contact, 
they may have been singing together, although in perfect unison. At 
Laguayra on July I found a nest of this species. It was suspended 
in a fork of a stinging nettle, about 5 feet from the ground, and was so 
very shallow that I wondered why the eggs were not throAvn out by the 
gentlest bi'eeze. It contained two eggs, one addled and one on the 
point of hatching. They were large for the size of the bird and resem- 
bled the eggs of our red bird {CardinaUs). 



Family TYRAXXID.E. 



IS. MILVULUS TYRANNUS (Linnaeus). 

FORK-TaILED FLYCATCHEIL 

Xative name ‘’‘tijereta.*’ 

Abundant and coming in large numbers at early dawn to feed on the 
seeds of the coi)ey. All that I saw were in badly worn plumage. 

49. TY.RANNUS DOMINICENSIS (Gmelin). 

GRAY KIXGmRD. 

The native name ‘’]ntiriY derived from its note, recalls at once the 
similar name, ^^pipiri,’^ given by Audubon. They were conmion both 
along the coast and in the interior. 
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:)0. TYRANNUS MELANCHOLICUS SATRAPA (Lichtenstein). 

(UiOWMM) KINMJIURI). 

Common around K1 Valle, and assoeiatiniii' witli tlie fork-tail<-<I lly. 
eatclier in leedin< 4 * on the sihmIs of the <*o[H‘y. 

r>l. MYIARCHUS TYRANNULUS (Mtiller). 

ULACK-IULLi:n I’lOI'CHARV. 

Common at all points on the island. At VA \hille, on July 10, I 
found ill a hollow in a small tree in an open liehl a nest of this sjieeies 
eontaiiiin^' four fresh eggs. They eaiinot l>(‘ distinguished from those 
of our great-crested tlycatcher (J/. criifitas)^ and as is the ease with oiu 
bird the nest contained the cast skin of a snake. 

[Six specimens are rei)resented in thecolleetion. These are rehnable 
to 2f. ti/rauiinlus, rather than to ^Ir. Ilartert’s form brcripaunfi, — 
C. W. K.] 

52. SUBLEGATUS GLABER, Sclater and Salvin. 

vKNKzrELAN flvcatchf:r. 

Common in the S(*rub along the (‘oast. 

[Three specimens ditfer from V<‘nezuelan and Trinidad birds only in 
being slightly smaller. — C. W. lb] 

Family FOILM 1C AKI IIVE. 

53. THAMNOPHILUS DOLIATUS (Linnaeus). 

BARItEl) AXT SIIlilKK. 

Common in all parts of the island. Some of their notes resemble 
the distant eawiiig of crows. When scolding at an intruder, both male 
and female elevate their crests, which seem to spring Just in rear of 
their nostrils and not from the crown of their heads, as in other birds. 

[The s[)ecimens collected do not differ from thosc^ of th(‘ mainland or 
of Tobago. A female, apiiarently adult, has narrow subt(*rminal bhndv 
edges on the tertiaries, greater and primary wing-coverts, ditVering in 
this way from the numerous other females in oui* series. — C. W. K.] 

54. FORMICIVORA INTERMEDIA, Cabanis. 

INTERMEDLVTE AXT WREX. 

Common and often associated with the spiiie-tails, creeping about 
among dead brush and leaves. The young males have at lirst the 
plumage of the females and their bieasts gradually IxM-oine bhudv in the 
same manner as the males of our black-throated green warblers. 1 
found this bird abundant at Lagnayra. 

[The JUargaritan s])ecinH‘iis differ very slightly from thos<* from 
Lagnayra in having a slightly longer bill. — C. W. 11. ] 

Proc. X. xV. 95 43 
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Family DENDKOOOLAPTID.E. 

55. DENDROPLEX LONGIROSTRIS, new species. 

MAKGAKITAN TIJEE CREEPER. 

Abiiiulant in all i>arts of the island. Their nests are cunstriieted in 
the post eaeti. 

[Type , — Male adult, Xo. 151701, U.S.X,!M.; Alargarita, duly 1, 1895; 
Wirt Robinson ; eolleetor’s No. 374. Similar to I>e)idropIe.i‘ 2>i(^i'ostris^ 
but ^vith longer bill and shoiter tail; f<*atliei‘s of throat, foreneek, sides 
of h(‘"ad and sni)eiviliary line uniform Iniffy white, without darker edg- 
ings: light centers of feathei s of lowei- breast twice as broad as in pici- 
ro.stri.s. Wing, 3.88; tail. ; tai sus, 0.87 : exi)osed cnlmen. l.liO inches. 
^‘Legs })ale brownish green; irides brown.*' 

The two specimens, male and female, i(‘presented in this collection 
have been coni])ared with a National Mus(mm S])(^cimen from 0ai4agena, 
and one from Rogotf) loaned by the American 3Inseum. The last is 
labeh'd “com])ared with tyi^e,*' and Ibmid to be ‘‘ty])ical.” Measure- 
nieiits of the four s])ecimens are given below: 



MciHiin’cmettis of Jk’udroph x pirirostri'i and I), lonpirostris. 



^Sliiseuni. 


Sex. 


Locality. 


1 Wimr. 


Tail. 


Tar.-su.s. 


Ex. eul- I 
men. 








IncJiRs'J 


InchRfs. Inches. 


Inches. 


r.s x.:^i .. 


. Adult 


. Cartaaeiia 


:5. ^>3 1 


. 32 


0. 91 


1. 01 


Am. Mus . 


do 


. lioiotA 




3. 19 


.88 


1. 05 


U.S.X..M .. 


. 5rale adult- - . 


. Marirarita 


8.S ' 


2. 97 


.87 


1. 20 


Do 


. Female adult 


do 




.s: 


.9U 


1.18 



0. W. R.] 

Family FERN ARIlDM^b 



5(3. SYNALLAXIS ALBESCENS, Temminck. 

WH I TE-TH RO ATEl ) SPl NE-TAl E. 

Common in the scrub, but none seen in the forest laud. 

[Three sj)e(*imens collected on Alargarita appear to dilTer from vari- 
ous continental examples in having the throat and under parts i)iirer 
white, under tail-coverts paler, shoulders and wing-coverts pale. Trini- 
dad birds are pietty close to the iVlargaritan ones. — C. AV. F ’ 

Family ICTERIDM]. 

57. ICTERUS ICTERUS (Linnaeus). 

TROrPIATv. 

Native name ^^tru])iaF’ or ^^tropial,” from its note. 

Th(*se conspicuous and loud-voiced birds were abundant in the coast 
region, where they ted on the fruit of the carddn. 
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58. ICTERUS XANTHORNUS i Gmelin). 



YELLOW OIMOLL. 

Xntive mime 

Abiimlaiit in all pjirts of the island, excM^pt the heavy forest. Tlndr 
lon.ii* pendent nests were usually i>lueed at the exti*emity of a waving 
leaf of a eo(a)a i>nlin. 

[The Margaritan speeinuuis of Icirnis xnuihnnms dilfer eonsideriibly 
in size from contimuital birds. There ap|)ears to be no dilferenee in 
eolor, blit the dimensions (exeei)t length of bill) ure deeidedly beyond 
the limit found in both tlu‘ eontiiiental form and the Onrarao subs])e- 
eies. The length of bill in the five sjieeimens eolleet(‘d is intermediate 
between .mnthoniUH and cttramrnsis^ but m^.urei* the former. The wing 
and tail measurements of the two adult males from ^Margarita, t wo 
mah\s from Curaeao, and several from vai ious ])arts of its eontiiiental 
range, are given below: 

Mcasureutenis of IrtcrHn lauthornHs. 



Ijorality. 



Wing. 'I’uil. 



Malo adult 
Du.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 



Denu'iara ... 
Voiu'/anda .. 
.Santa Marta 

' lirazil 

do 

Margarita .. 
.... do 

I 



Inches. Inches. 
:5. r.4 ;t. :50 

:{. .53 3. IH 

3.59 3.43 

3. m 3. 34 

3. 4<) 3. 13 

3. 90 3. 5.5 

3. HO 3. 55 



Ah astiremoits of Iritrii.s juinthonius cnra.sdvn.sis. 



Sex. 



Tan-ality. 



Wing. Tail. 



Male a«IuU Curarao 

Do do . . 



Inches. Inches. 
3. (5.3 3. 37 

3.59 3.41 



C. W. U.] 

r>9. QUISCALUS INSULARIS, new species. 

M A 1 1 ( ; A I ? 1 FA X ( ; Pv A C K L E . 

Native name, ‘‘angoleta.^’ 

Very abundant, ("sptwially near lN)rlamar, where they entered tlie 
yai'ds in rear of tlu‘ houses and even ventured upon our dining tabh‘ in 
searcli of crumbs. At certain hours of tluMlay they asstanbhMl in llorks 
of se\ ei a) hundred individuals and fre<piented lienps ol ]mrtly dtamyed 
seaweed tossed ni>ou tlu‘ beaches. 

[Ti/pe, — Male adult. No. lol7.‘t‘), V.S.XAT.; ^Margarita, July d. 18!).>; 
Wirt Ivobinson: colletdor's No. 407. Similar to Q. but larger; 

no difference in color in the mah‘. Wing, 4.7-: tail, -*.08: tarsus, \,oi; 
exuDsed cnlinen, I.IJ inches. "'li‘id(‘s pale ytdlow. ’ 
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The female differs from the same sex in (J, hujnhris in the miieh li^i>hter, 
brownish gray eolor on tliroat, gradually passing away on breast and 
sides of body. The back and head ai'e also lighter than in hufuhris. 
The color and ])att(*rn of coloration ai e veiy similar to those of the female 
of Molothrus n/cr, but are slightly darker. The Aving, tail, and cnlmen 
in both sexes are longer than in (^K hujuhns. We liaveno specimens of 
the latter, and my coniitarison has been with four specimens belong- 
ing to the American ^Museum of Xatnral History. Measurements of 
these specimens, and of the three colle('ted by Lieutenant Itobinson, are 
here given : 

Measinementii of (filsvahis luHnUirls and (J. Ingnhris. 



St'x. Locality. 


AVing. Tail. ' 

1 


1 j ( 


Male adult Margarita 

Do do 


IuvJk-s. Inchefi. 

J.7G 89 

L72 3.98 

4.01 3.17 

4. 42 3. 40 

4.31 3.58 

4.35 3.58 

3.88 3.13 


Incheft. Inches. ' 
1.31 1 1. 11 i 

1.31 1.13 

1.12 1.02 ' 

1.24 1.05 

1.25 1.04 

1.31 1.01 

1.13 .93 


F<‘iiiale adult . . ..do..... 


Male adult Triiiiclad 


I>o Britisli (Juiaua 

Do 


Female adult .. Triuidad 




Family FLING ILLl DAL 
GO. CARDINALIS ROBINSONI, Richmond. 


C. w. i;.] 



ROniNSOX’S CARDINAL. 

Cardinalis robinsoni, Ric»ak)XI>, Auk, XII, October, 1895, 370. 

Native name ^^gnayamate.” 

Common in the coast region. Their song does not resemble that of 
our cardinal. 

[Tj/pe, — Male adult, No. 151072, U.S.N.M.; Margarita Island, July 8, 
1895; Wirt Eobin.son; collectors No. 4()0. Similar to i\ phivnicens but 
smaller, with considerably shorter crest, Ai)])arently no diiference in 
color. Wing, 3.2G; tail, 3.29; tarsus, 0.90; cnlmen, 0.70; length of crest, 
1.17 inches.] 

The female, of which two speeimens are in the collection, dilfers simi- 
larly in dimensions. 

The two females are pale creamy buff below, slightly darker oclira- 
ceous on tlanks and sides of body. The single female of C. phwnireuti 
at hand for comparison is deep ochra(*eons bntf below, with the middle 
of the abdomen buff. This ai>])arent difference in color between the 
females of the two forms may be due to the condition of plumage in 
the specimens examined, those of 0. rohhisoni being in worn and that 
of C. plueniceus in frcvsh plumage. 

One of the females of C. rohlnsoni differs from the other, and from 
the finnale of C. plunuceus^ in having the scarlet vermilion of the crest, 
under part of wing and tail replaced byochraceous yellow; it is other- 
wise (piite similar. 



I89f). rnoCKEDIXGS OF THE XATlOXAL Ml SEEM. fj77 

^Mensiireinent.s of n pnir of (\ phaulreiis iunn Lnk(‘ M;n aciiil)o and of 
five* s]H*t‘inieiis of (\ rohhisoui aro liei‘<* <;'ivon: 

MeasnrcmvniH of Cardi nalis jAni oUi ns. 



Sex. I>nca]it\. Whiii. Tail. Tarsii.s. 

eulnicii. ol < rcst. 



Inehvs. Inrh>'^. Inches. Inches. Inches. 

IMalo adult Lake Miirarail>o 1.") :t. *;o u. !>4 0.7;} 

Feinal(‘ adult do :s. :5:t .5)7 .71 1.43 



Mean lire men is of ( '(u'dinoUs robin.soni. 



Sex. 


Locality. 


WiiiiT. 


'Fail. 


Tarsus. 

culmen. ot ere.st. 


Male adult. ... 

1)0 

1)0 

Female adult . 
Do 


Mar^jarita Island 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Inches. 

3. 26 

3. 20 

3. 20 

3. 13 

3. 20 


Inches. 
3. 2!) 
3. 20 
3. 10 
3.06 
3. 13 


Inches. Inches. Inches. 

0. 06 0.76 1.17 

.0.7 .60 1.13 

.9.") .70 1.18 

.01 .65) 1.11 

.90 .73 1.2.') 










0. W. H.l 



61. VOLATINIA JACARINI SPLENDENS (Vieillot). 



GLOSSY GRASSQLIT. 

I saw at El Yalle perhaps a half dozen iinlividnals. As in tlie ease 
of Tachyphouiis mdalmcm^ the white shoulder patclies be*eoine hidden 
ill made-up skins. 

62. EUETHEIA OMISSA (Jardine). 

VENEZUELAN (iRASSt^tUIT. 

Plentiful in the serub near the eoast. 

[Tliisis theform re])resented on ^Margarita. A male from this island 
and one from Laguayra are very much alike, except that the under tail- 
coverts in tlie former are blackish, with light olive grayish edgings, 
while in the latter these are broadl}M*dged with yellowish white. In 
other respects they are quite similar. — W. P.] 

Family TAXAGPlDJk 

63. TACHYPHONUS MELALEUCUS fSparrman). 

P>LA( Ix AND WHITE TANAtiER. 

A good many of tlu*se tanag(*rs caim* to f(*ed on the sc(*ds of the 
co[>ey. 

6L TANAGRA PALMARUM MELANOPTERA ( Hartlaub). 

HLA(Hv-WINGEl) PALM TANAGER. 

Native name ‘Whiijuia.''’ from its note. 
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65. TANAGRA GLAUCOCALPA (Cabanis). 

GLAU(M)U8 JJLITE-WINGEI) TANACJKR. 

Native mime aziilejo.*’ 

These two tanagers were ecinally abnmlant aroniul El Valle. Their 
favorite food was the ripe pa])aya fruit, but they also fed on mangoes 
and ropey seeds. 

[Between two Margarita examples and two from Sabanilla, Colombia, 
there is some color difference, the former being somewhat brighter blue 
on breast and sides, and brighter in color generally, which, however, 
may be due to their fresh condition, tlie other specimens being old 
skins. The ^largaritan examples are slightly larger, with more robust 
(but not longer) bills. The ditfcrenres in dimensions may be seen in the 
following table: 

Meaiiureiniut!^ of Tanayra yJaucocaJpo. 

I Sex. ^ Wing. Tail, ^ul. ^ 

Inches. Inches. Inches. [ 
:{.f )2 2.49 0.57 I 

H 45 2.50 .59 I 

3. 23 2. 32 . 57 i 

3.39 2.41 .57 

0. W. 11 .] 

Family H I K U :N I) I N I D . K . 

66. PROGNE CHALYBEA (Gmelin). 

STEELY-IIACKED MARTIN. 

Native name, '‘'golondrina.’’ 

A large colony of these had their nests under the tiles of the houses 
in Porlamar, and a seimnd colony nested in the church at VA Valle. 



adult ]Marffarita 

PVniaU' adult ..| do 

Adult I Saliauilla 

Do do 



Family VJREONIIEE. 

67. VIREO CHIVI AGILIS (Lichtenstein). 

' AGILE \'IREO. 

Common in the forests around El Valle. Its resemblance to a highly 
colored red eyed vireo is strengthened by a portion of its song, which 
is indistinguishable from that of our bird. 

[A single siiecimen in the collection appears to be perfectly ty))ical. — 
C. W. K.] 

6S. HYLOPHILUS GRISEIPES, new species. 

GRAY- FOOTED HYLOPHILUS. 

This little vireo was common in the coast region and was usually 
found in the cactus hedges bordering tin* road, where its actions seemed 
much like those of our Maryland yellow throat. 



1S95. 



riiorEiauxds or the x.i rinx.ti. mi seem. 



07 9 

[7’,yy;r.— iidiiU, No. ir.lTll, Marjnant;i. .Inly ISir.; 

Wilt Robinson; collector's >io. 101. 

rpvjci- ]);irts olive sveen, clearei' .areciiisli on inini> ami n|)i)cr tail- 
coverts, witli a grayish wa^b, particnlarly on top ol' head: tail similar, 
cib’ed externally with lighter green, innei' webs of most onhe leathers 
narrowly edged with yellowish green; primaries bhndtish brown, 
becoming lighter on see<nidaries and tcrtiaries. which latter are similar 
ill color to the tail, and bordered on outer webs with greenish like outer 
webs of the reetrices; wing-coverts similar to the back: bend of wing, 
axillaries, under wing coverts, inner webs of ipiills (except at tips', and 
under tail coverts bright light yellow, deepest on axillaries, and least 
soon nnder tail-coverts. Throat grayish white; center of breast and 
sides of abdomen creamy bntf; center (d' abdomen bnffy silky white; 
sides of breast, body, and Hanks greenish buff; sniierciliary line gray- 
ish bntf; lores, sides of forehead, near bill, and sides ot head grayish 
white. Bill blackish, paler at base of lower mandible; legs and - feet 
grayish-lead.'’ Wing. ‘-’.O.'); tail. l.tiU; larsns, (l.07; eximscd ciilmen, 
0.4;i; exposed portion of lirst primary, 0.7f inches. A second male 
measnres: Wing, 2.12; tail, l.o'J; tarsus, 0.(1S; cximsed culmen. O.T.i; 
exposed portion of tirst primary, 0.118 inches. 

This species appe.ars to be most closely related to H.Jhiripc». but is 
smaller, without the yellowi.sh bill and feet, and lacks the yellowish 
tinge on the nnder parts, sniierciliary line, forehead, lores, etc. ll has 
the dark feet of onrdutiifroMx, bnt ditlers fi'om it very decidediv in 
other respect.s. It is also apparently (piite different from ll./evnujinci- 
from and IL Inieifrom of Sclater. 



Family COEIM2BID.F. 



69. COEREBA LUTEOLA Cabanis). 

VENEZUKLAX IlOXEV CKEETEK. 

Common in the scrub, feeding principally on the fruit of the cardon 
[Two males from (Margarita do not dilfer from others of this spccies.- 

G. W, li.] 

70. ARBELORHINA CYANEA EXIMIA (Cabanis). 



VEXEZT'KLAX (a iTAiriT. 

The native name of this beautiful little bird, ‘•copcicillo," is given 
becattse it feeds almost entirely on the seeds <d’ the copey. 

Vt certain hours of the day they swarmed in the tree toii.s. In spem- 
mens from Margarita the beak is nearly om-thir.l longer than in 
others from various parts of its Central and Smith American range, 
and this variation might possibly b(> accounted lor Irom the tact t la . 
being unable to tear the thick rind of the copey fruit, they must depend 
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upon reaching tlio sec^cls in tlie nan-ow clefts by means of tlieir slender 
ami long beaks. 

[A series of thirteen speeiiiiens from Margarita ])resent the characters 
claimed for this snbsiiecies very clearly. The accom]>anying tignre, 
representing an average Ceiiti*al American bird, and also the longest 
billed IMargaritan si)eciinen, will show tliegreatdiherence in length of bill 
between the two forms. Siiecinums ol’ A. c, (j'imia from the mainland 
of Venezuela (from whence the form was oiiginally described) are not, 
judging from the material in the V, S.Xational ^Miisenm collection, very 
constant in regard to the characters of this snl)S])ecies, some of the 
specimens from that country being very close to the ti ne cijanea. There 

is also a wide variation in length of bill in 
specimens from Trinidad and Tobago, where 
e.rimia appears to occur. 

The average length of the ex])osed ciilmen 
in ten males from .Atargarita is 0.S2 inch, the 
extremes being 0.7*> and 0.90 inch. lAr. d. A. 
Allen gives the average length of exposed 
culmen in hfteen males from Alatto Grosso, 
selected at random, as 0.54 inch, with ex- 
tremes of 0.48 and 0.59 inch, these figures 
all falling considerably below the minimum 
measurement in the Margaritan males. 

In three Alargaritan females the exposed culmen averages 0.78 inch, 
with 0.85 and 0.04 inch as extremes, the last being much the shortest 
of the entire series. In nine males the wing measurements average 
2.50 inches, with extremes of 2.48 and 2.70 inches; the tifteeu males 
measured by Dr. Allen average 2.08 inches, with extremes of 2.57 and 
2.70 inches. 

The Margaritan birds do not differ in color from those of other locali- 
ties, and in this respect individuals from one end of the bird’s range to 
the other are remarkably uniform. — C. W. lb] 

Family AllAlllDF. 

71. MIMUS GILVUS (Vieillot). 

GUACEPPL .MO( K1N(7 BIRD. 

Xative name 

With the exi'ejJtion of the scah*d dove, this was the most abundant 
bird on the island, being found ev(‘rywhere excej)! in the heavy forest. 
On duly 15 1 found a nest with three partly incubated eggs which were 
indistinguishable from those of onr mocking biid. 

[In three si)ecimens from Margarita the length of the exposed cul- 
men vaiies from 0.75 to 0.85 inch, giving the birds a place intermediate 
between (jilvus and rostratu.s, — G. W. li. | 




HEADS OF AKBELORHIXA CYANEA 
EXI.MIA AND A, CYANEA. 
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T2. POLIOPTILA PLUMBICEPS, Lawrence. 

LAWijExri-rs (JNA rLAT('iri:i.\ 

PoUopiiht plumbkcps, Lawiiknck, I'roc. A<*nd. Sci. IMiil.. lS(ir>, :^7. 

Abiiiulant at all points on the islainl. its habits Hoscly resembling 
those ot‘ oiir i;nateateher. 

[Five s])ecimens, iii(‘ln(lin,ii' two males, were (a)lkM'te<l at Laii’uayra ami 
^Marpirita. Th(‘se are snhieiently distinet from I\ kit/riccps of westia ii 
]\lexieo to deserve a name, and l\ phoithi<r)>s of Lawrence, although a 
misnomer, is the only available name 1 hav(‘ Ix^en abh‘ to lind. 11iis 
species was based on a female or yoiino' male tVom Veiie/aiela, and was 
thoiyu’lit by ]\Ir. Lawrem*e to represent a fourth section of the j^cnns, 
having the entire crow n dark plumbeous. Tin* adult male has, how- 
ever, as black and glossy a cap as I\ nUjricips, From the ty ])0 and 
twa> othei* s])ecimens of itijfricep.s the ])resent specimens differ in 
having considerably shorter tails (av(*rage about O.^IO inch), wing and 
tarsus also a tritle shorten*, and in having slightly broadei* bills. The 
white edging on the outer webs of tertiaries is ])rominent in the Vene- 
xuelan and ^Margaritan specimens. The black base of the outer tail 
feather may end obliquely or transversely (as in two l’emah\s from 
Laguayra), but in three of the si>eeimens is slightly oblique, and in all 
of the specimens is concealed by the under tail-coverts. — C. W. JL] 



Family Tl RDID.F. 

73. PLATYCICHLA CARBONARIA (Lichtenstein). 

YELLOW-IilLLE]^ Til KUSH. 

Beak, feet, and lids gamboge yellow, skin around eye yellownsh. 1 
saw onl}^ t\vo individuals and th(*y were in the heavy forest up in the 
region ot' i^erpetual mist. 

II. lUKDS Or.SEKVKH AT (iUANTA, VEXEZUELA. 

On the return trip from Margarita to Laguayra oui* steanu*r stopi)od 
for a few^ hoiiis on fluly li to take on coal at Guanta, a ])ort 1- miles east 
of Barcelona. The hai'bor is almost landlocked and thoioughly pro- 
t(*cted on three sides by high hills. It has a commodious wdiarf erected 
by an English company o])erating a railroad from (iuanta to Barcelona, 
and thence sonui ndles fartln^r into the interior to a coal mine, wdieiice 
the company is obtaininga good sii])])ly of coal. The iiills surrounding 
the harbor are tairly well <*lothed w ith tr(‘es, and the shores are thickly 
fringed with mangrov(‘ swani])s, which, owing to the br(*e/a* being shut 
off by the hills, reek with malaria. At the l)ack of the harboi* tlu're 
is a tiat valley, dow n which a t(U*tuous stream creeps sluggishly in a 
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bed of teiiacioos blue mud. This valley eontaiiis a very exteiisiv(‘ eoeoa- 
nut ^iiTOve, with plantains growing l)eiieatli the trees. In the mud at 
the foot of these trees large blue crabs {CardiHoma (jiutnhumi^ Lati*eille) 
have their burrows, and sit, like spiders, wafehing for ]>rey. They 
made olf with two of the birds that I shot before 1 could rea(*h tliem. 
The little red s(|uirrels [Scinrns (vstuanf^ hofTmanui)^ the ‘^arditos” of 
the uatives, are abinidaiit here. I s])ent about two hours in this grove 
with my buttertly net and my gun, and was kept busy. Binls were 
seen in every dii*e(diou and in the greatest abundance; pigeons, doves, ; 
j)arrakeets, iiyeatchers, caraeara eagles, hawks, delicate little swallow- 
tailed swifts {PanyptiUi eaifennensls?) flying high in the air, and no less i 
than eight different species of humming birds. The following is a very i 
imperfect list of my observations: | 

1. SULA, sp. ! 

2. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linn^us. 

3. LEPTOTILA, sp. 

4. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA (Linnaeus). 

5. SCARDAFELLA, sp. 

('). CATHARiSTA ATRATA (Bartram). 

7. POLYBORUS CHERIWAY (Jacquinot). 

8. CONURUS, sp., probably C. i^:RUGINOSUS. 

9. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linnaeus. 

10. PANYPTILA CAYENNENSIS? 

11. GLAUCIS HIRSUTUS (Gmelin). 

12. PHiETHORNIS, sp. 

13. HYPUROPTILA BUFFONI (Lesson). 

14. FLORICOLA LONGIROSTRIS (Vieillot). 

15. AGYRTRIA VIRIDISSIM A (Lesson). 

ll). AMAZILIA FELICIiE (Lesson). 

17. CHL0R03TILB0N CARIBB.®A, Lawrence. 

IS. HELEODYTES NUCHALIS (Cabanis).i 

The large wrens (lideodijics luivhaUs) were es])e(*ially abundant in 
marshy thickets along the little stream. They were very volnl)le, and 
were continually s])lnttering out a magnifie<l edition of the bubbling 
song of our little marsh wren. Like our marsh wi-ens, they seem to 
build sui’plus nests, for 1 found no less than six in one small bush. 
The nests of cocoa palm fiber, lined with hair and f(‘atliers, are covered 

^ Fresh colors ol a female collecte<l are; Irides yellowish white; legs light lead; 
beak brownish abov<*, llesh below. 
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over jind lm\ e two oj>eniii';*s. I found s(*V(M’u 1 nests witli cji'.us* one 
contained eight fresh eggs, most of winch wore wliit(‘. hut some fainlly 
spotted with reddish brown. 

III. BIKDS ()1^8KltVE!> XV LA(;rAVKA, Vl^NKZl HLA. 

1 spent altogetlier ten days at Laguayra, June iiO to 27 and July 2o 
to 20, but linding the birds in very ])oor plnmag(‘, 1 obtaimnl only some 
thirty skins and coiilined myself to insects. 

Th(‘ lofty monntains in rear of Lagnayra des(*end ])recii)itately into 
the sea, having at their feet a narrow strip of fairly level ground, in 
some places barely 100 yards wide. The low( 0 ‘ portions of thes(‘ moun- 
tains are scantily clad with a growth of scambby thorn tn*es and (audits, 
but near their summits, where the needed moisture is furnished by the 
condensation of clouds, there an* heavy forests. Such is the ste(*pness 
of the mountain slopes that these forests are practicably inacce.ssilile. 
However, at a few spots streams lind their way down to tin* s(*a. and 
by ascending the ravines which serve as tludr beds, one <‘an ]x‘n(drate 
to soim* distance from the coast. Smdi a stream is found threi-iinarters 
of a mile east of the town, and in my daily excursions 1 usually followed 
u]) its course for probably a couple of miles, where progress was stopjied 
by almost iieriiendicular slope.s. The ravine was wtdl wooded and bird 
life was abundant, as it was also around the edges of the tields on the 
flat coast strip. High up in this ravine I caught a small light coloi (*d 
crab {PsetHloihelphiisa), which lived in burrows among the roots of 
trees, and which has proved to be a new sjiecies. I also got a number of 
lizards and snakes here, and found butterflies in great abundance, 
esiiecially the Ueliconias^ CalUdnjas, and Tthomlas, This was the only 
spot where I found JSlorphos and (7n//(\^/oc.v. but they vcn* all badl\ tat- 
tered and woi n. 

The number of birds that 1 identified is but small in proportion to 
those that I observed. The following is therefore a very iinperlect list 
of the birds of the vicinity of Lagnayra : 



1. STERNA, sp. 

Abundant. 

2. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linnaeus. 

Abundant. 

3. FREGATA AQUILA (Linnaeus). 

Abundant. 

4. EUPSYCHORTYX, sp. 

A jiair seen. 

LEPTOTILA, sp. 

3Iany seen. 

0. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA (Linn^eusL 
Abundant. 

7. CATHARTES AURA (LinncCus). 

Abundant. 
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Abundant. 

>\l)undaut. 



8. CATHARISTA ATRATA (Bartram), 

9. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linnseus. 



10. COCCYZUS MELANOCORYPHUS, Vieillot. 



One obtained. 
One seen. 

One shot. 
Abundant. 
One se(‘U. 



11. CERYLE AMERICANA (^Gmelin). 

12. MELANERPES, sp. 
i:l. CH^TURA, sp. 

U. GLAUCIS HIRSUTUS (Gmelin). 



1.5. HYPUROPTILA BUFFONI (Lesson). 



A ])air obtained. 



Abundant. 



10. AMAZILIA FELICI/E (Lesson). 

17. CHLOROSTILBON CARIBB^EA, Lawrence. 



Abundant; some youno* males obtained in June in an intermediate 
stage of })lumage. 

18. THAMNOPHILUS DOLIATUS (Linn^us). 

(^ommou. 

19. FORMICIVORA INTERMEDIA, Cabanis. 

Abundant. 

20. CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagler). 

Common in the forest. 

21. POGONOTRICCUS,' sp. 

One shot. 

22. PLATYRHYNCHUS MYSTACEUS INSULARIS,‘2 Allen. 

One skin obtained. 

2 : 1 . TODIROSTRUM CINEREUM (Linn^us). 

Common. 

24. QUISCALUS, sp. 

Common. 

^[This si)ecimen is immature, ami .sodiOerent from tlie adults any of the known 
sjH'cies that I am unable to identify it. In eolor it somewhat resembles SnhJeffaitis 
fjhihvr, but the wing bars are tinged with b;itfy brown iustead of white. — 0. AV. K.] 

*[A specimen with a slight coronal patch, marked female, agrees in this resjieet 
with s(‘veral females collected in Trinidad by Air. rhapman. This example is \ ery 
close to Trinidad birds, but is darker green on the upper ])arts, the wings are less 
brown, the wing bars are lighter, the ear-<*overts and orbital ring are clear<‘r yellow, 
and the abdoimm is also elear< r and lighter yellow. These ditferences are not ver\* 
pronounced, however. The ty])e female from Tobago is somewhat lighter on the 
back than Trinidad exain]>les, and the latter bear the same relation to the Laguayra 
specimen. The last named is the farthest removed from P. myshtevn-s from Brazil, 
and also from the type of iitsttlarin. — C. AA\ K.J 
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25. VOLATINIA JACARINl SPLENDENS (Vieillot). 

Coiiiiiion. 



Abuii(Uint. 



26. EUETHEIA OMISSA (Jardine). 



27. TACHYPHONUS MELALEUCUS (Sparrmanj. 



Ooiniiion. 



28. TANAGRA CANA ? 

Couiiiinn. 

29. PROGNE CHALYBEA (Gmelin). 

Conimoi). 

30. ATTICORA CYANOLEUCA (Vieillot). 

AbaiuUuit. 

31. VIREO CHI VI AGILIS (Lichtenstein^. 

Conuiioii. 

32. COEREBA LUTEOLA (Cabanis). 

(Con nil Oil. 

33. POLIOPTILA PLUMBICEPS, Lawrence. 

Coniiiion. 

34. THRYOTHORUS RUTILUS. Vieillot. 

One obtained. 

35. TROGLODYTES RUFULUS, Cabanis. 



Tliis s])ecies is eoniinon, nesting’ in the crevices among tlie leafstalks 
of the (*ocoa palms. Its song is almost exactly the same as that of onr 
house wren. 



